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I. ROLL CALL AND MEETING CALLED TO ORDER (Location:  School Board Office at 9:30 a.m.) 

a. The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Susan Mullins followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a 
Moment of Silence. 

b. Members in Attendance:  Susan Mullins, Chairman; Rick Mullins, Vice-Chairman; Rocky Barton; Dr. 
Lurton Lyle; Shanghai Nickles; Haydee Robinson, Superintendent; Reba McCowan, Clerk and Scott 
Mullins, Board Attorney 

c. Approval of Agenda 

Following a motion by Dr. Lurton Lyle and second by Rick Mullins the agenda was approved. 

Vote Results 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  

No:  0 

Abstain:  0 
Not Cast: 0 

 

II. SUPERINTENDENT ROBINSON 
a.  Approval of Health Insurance Coverage for 2018-2019:  September 1st Renewal 

Ralph Modena recommended changing from Anthem insurance to The Health Plan with Cigna networks 

for the September 1, 2018 renewal for Dickenson County Schools’ health and dental coverage.  Mr. 

Modena stated there would be no break in coverage, health would remain the same plan with drug 

coverage and there would be little disruption in service.  The dental plan would also provide the same 

coverage.  Mr. Modena reviewed the following: 

 

Attachment #1:  The Health Plan Overview 

 

Attachment #2:  Group Benefits Medical Renewal – Cost Comparison for Anthem / The 

Health Plan 

 

Following a motion by Dr. Lurton Lyle and second by Rocky Barton; health/dental coverage through The 
Health Plan with Cigna networks was approved effective September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2019 renewal 
period. 
Vote Results 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  
No:  0 
Abstain:  0 
Not Cast:  0 
 

b.  Discussion of the RFP Process for Insurance Broker 
Superintendent Haydee Robinson stated she would like to recommend that a Consultant be hired to 

assist the division in the RFP process for an insurance broker.  Mrs. Robinson provided the Board with 

the credentials of Alan Bayse, who assisted during the last RFP for broker services and recommended his 

service for this process as well. 
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Following a motion by Rick Mullins and second by Shanghai Nickles; Alan Bayse was approved as 
consultant to assist with the RFP process. 
Vote Results 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  
No:  0 
Abstain:  0 
Not Cast:  0 
 

c.  Update on the Sites Study for the Elementary School 
Mr. Scott Mullins updated the Board on the status of the sites study for the new elementary school.   

 Currently a PPEA has been sought to put a team together upon a determination of a site. 

 The three Boards (Board of Supervisors, IDA and School Board) agreed on evaluating all three 

sites.   

 Thompson & Litton are preparing costs of each site, which include a 9 acres pad for a 500 student 

school. 

 

III. CLOSED SESSION, PURSUANT TO Section 2.2-3711, Paragraph A of the Code  of Virginia, there will be 
a closed meeting for the purpose of discussing:  1.  Employment issues relating to resignation, 
retirement, employment recommendations and to consult with legal counsel pursuant to Virginia Code 
Section 2.2-3711 (A) (1) and (7). 
 
Following a motion by Susan Mullins and second by Dr. Lurton Lyle the Board convened in closed session.   
Vote Results 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  
No:  0 
Abstain:  0 

Not Cast:  0 

 
Following a motion by Dr. Lurton Lyle and second by Rocky Barton; the Board returned to open session. 
Vote Results 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  
No:  0 
Abstain:  0 
Not Cast:  0 

 
Pursuant to Section 2.2-3712(a) of the Code of Virginia, I certify and second by Dr. Lurton Lyle; that during 
the closed meeting just concluded the Dickenson County School Board discussed only matters lawfully 
exempt from the open meeting requirements under Section 2.2-3711 of the Code and identified in the 
motion convening the closed meeting.   
Certification of Closed Session 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  
No:  0 
 

IV. BOARD ACTION 
Following a motion by Susan Mullins and second by Shanghai Nickles; employment recommendations, 
resignation and retirement requests were approved. 
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Vote Results 

Aye:    5 Rocky Barton, Dr. Lurton Lyle, Rick Mullins, Susan Mullins, Shanghai Nickles  
No:  0 
Abstain:  0 
Not Cast:  0 

 

Resignations 
 Deborah Mullins, Part-time Aide – Clintwood Elementary 
 Penni Mullins, Teacher – Ridgeview Middle 
 Lauren Sluss, Teacher – Clintwood Elementary 
 Tammy Wampler, Cook – Clintwood Elementary 

 

Retirements 

 Lorna Dotson, Teacher – Clintwood Elementary 
 Dennis Edwards, Bus Driver 
 Catherine Hale, Bus Driver 

 
Employment Recommendations 

 Connie Merie Edwards, PK-6 Teacher – Clintwood Elementary 
 Drew Sutherland, Early Childhood Special Ed. – Clintwood Elementary 
 Todd Tiller, Health/PE Teacher – Ridgeview Middle 

 Larry Phillips, Custodian – Ervinton Elementary 
 Joshua Rasnick, Bus Driver – Haysi Area 
 Christopher Neece, Bus Driver – Haysi Area 
 Mary Owens, Bus Driver – Haysi Area 
 Avery Rose, Bus Driver – Ervinton Area 
 Benjamin Kennedy, Bus Driver – Clintwood Area 
 Jean Hamilton, Bus Driver – Clintwood Area 
 Jarren Owens, Part-time Aide – Ridgeview Middle 
 Tomi Browning, Part-time Aide – Ervinton Elementary 
 Teresa Leftwich, Part-time Aide – Ervinton Elementary 

 Heather Rose, Part-time Aide – Clintwood Elementary 
 Karrie Nixon, Part-time Cook – Ervinton Elementary 
 Kerri Robinson, Part-time Cook – Ridgeview 
 Adrienne Ramey, Part-time Cook – Sandlick Elementary 
 Roderick Mullins, Alternative Education Facilitator – Ridgeview Middle/High 

V. ADJOURNMENT:  11:50 a.m. 
Following a motion by Susan Mullins and a second by Rocky Barton the meeting was adjourned.  All 
votes aye.      
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       Susan Mullins 

       _____________________________ 
                                                                 Chairman, Susan Mullins 
Approved:  August 22, 2018   
       Reba McCowan 

                                                                 _____________________________ 
                                                                 Reba McCowan, Clerk 
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